course, so unique a position carries with it proportionate temptation, and, although it has had enlightened representatives in Parliament for many years, still on the whole, as a city it is essentially conservative?slow to move and difficult to persuade when changes are not only desirable but necessary.
In the past its citizens have been pioneers in medical matters, for the Bristol Royal Infirmary dates back to the year 1735, and so may be regarded as one of the earliest, if not the earliest of provincial English hospitals. No doubt the knowledge that, with the exception of the Children's Hospital, the hospital buildings belong to a period when hospital construction was in its infancy has led many people to conclude that there was little to learn and nothing novel to study in this respect in so ancient a city. For- 
